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In	the	cabinet	of	musical	curiosities	belongs	the	Lei(p)tzinger	Allerlei.	Four	
bassoonists	of	various	provenance	but	similar	passion	united	to	blow	their	
way	with	sonorous	tenor-	and		bass-heavy	timbres	through	the	entire	5th	
Symphony	of	Ludwig	van	Beethoven,	in	keeping	with	the	sonority	change	
including	a	contrabassoon	in	the	last	two	movements.	Thanks	to	
Beethoven's	perfect,	mostly	four-voice,	composition	style	very	little	is	
missing	from	Dominik	Schulz's	arrangement	in	terms	of	musical	substance.	
Only	the	inveterate	Beethoven	devotee	will	miss	the	piccolo	part	which	first	
appears	in	the	last	movement…	
	
The	Leipzig-born	composer	Richard	Wagner	is	often	associated	with	the	
deep	abyss	of	the	low	instruments,	even	more	so	when	the	Prelude	to	the	
3rd	act	of	Lohengrin	is	served	on	the	bassoon.	Also	included	is	the	4-
movement	early	work	of	ex-Gewandhauskapellmeister	Felix	Mendelssoh	
Bartholdy's	7th	String	Symphony	in	d	minor,	which	is	presented	by	the	
bassoonists	in	an	almost	vocal	manner.	Perhaps	an	arrangement	of	the	
incidental	music	to	a	Midsummer	Night's	Dream	would	have	been	more	
effective,	in	my	opinion.	
	
What	brought	the	Leitzinger	Bassoon	Quartet	together	is	not	only	their	
passion	for	playing	the	bassoon,	but	also	the	special	instruments	from	the	
workshop	of	Stephan	Leitzinger.	David	Petersen	has	been	playing	his	
Leitzinger	as	Principal	Bassoon	in	the	Gewandhausorchester	Leipzig,	his	
young	colleague	Teodor	Naumov	has	been	principal	of	the	orchestra	of	the	
Musikalische	Komödie	Oper	Leipzig	since	2012.	Karl	Ventulett	is	the	outlier,	
and	played	for	many	years	as	the	principal	of	the	Frankfurter	Opern-	ind	
Museumsorchester.	The	youngest	of	the	group	is	Dominik	Schulz	who	was	
born	Stuttgart,	recently	became	Akademist	in	the	Gewandhausorchester	
Leipzig,	studied	with	David	Petersen	and	is	responsible	for	all	the	
arrangements.	
	
Lei(p)tzinger	Allerlei	is	the	ultimate	gift	for	all	lovers	of	the	bassoon	and	an	
orientation	guide	for	those	bassoonists	looking	for	a	bassoon	of	the	highest	
quality.	(The	bassoons	themselves	don't	come	from	Leipzig,	but	rather	
Hösbach).	
 
	


